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MAKE US ONE! 


Cwm Rhondda 8.7.8.7.8.7 


Raymond B. Spivey, 1954 Welsh Hymn Melody 
John Hughes (1873-1932) 


Make us one, O Holy Spirit, for the glory of our Lord, 
That the world may Life inherit through believing in his Word; 
Make us humble! make us noble! Fill our lives with grace divine! 
Fill our lives with grace divine! 


Long, too long we've been divided, proving thus our love unreal, 
Blind to bonds his love provided as the bases for our zeal. 
God, forgive us! God forgive us! Make us one-in-Christ indeed! 

Make us one-in-Christ indeed! 


Heal the wounds by sin inflicted; bind the church, by Christ made one, 
With the love our Lord depicted as the Father’s only Son: 
One in structure, one in nature—one, the Body of our Lord! 
One, the Body of our Lord! 


Truth of God, we stand confessing Christ the church’s glorious Head; 
Consecrate our glad reunion as a goal for which he pled. 
Lead us gently, firmly onward in the footsteps of our Lord! 
In the footsteps of our Lord! 


Power of power and wisdom’s Glory, burst our bounds and drive us on 
Till Messiah’s wondrous story into all the world has gone 
Conquering evil, peace restoring, witnessing that “God is love’’! 
Witnessing that ‘God is love”! 
Amen! 











Letters to the Editors 





United Presbyterian Chaplain Writes 





If Two People Agree 
To THE OUTLOOK: 


Some of our people may be interested 
in a chaplain’s view of church union. 
We chaplains work with chaplains of all 
denominations and it has been my happy 
privilege to find many devout, dedicated 
men of God serving our Navy and Marine 
Corps personnel. Our motto, “Coopera- 
tion without Compromise,” keeps us from 
bickering about denominational differ- 
ences, and has worked out most satis- 
factorily. 

Occasionally we talk about church 
union. My relief on the USS Estes, 
Chaplain J. D. Hunter, LCDR, ChC, USN, 
is a Methodist. Chaplain Hunter had 
just come from his annual conference at 
Riverside, California. He told me that 
he and his father, also a Methodist min- 
ister of the Southern Methodist Church, 
had been greatly opposed to union in the 
Methodist Church. Now, after several 
years of union he and his father are 
both reconciled to the work of the larger 
Methodist Church. Chaplain Hunter said, 
“Union has worked out far better than 
the most optimistic advocate of union 
ever dreamed it would.” 

If God wills union, is there any reason 
why we United Presbyterians couldn’t 
make union work that way for us? I 
have noticed in human relations that 
where two people are agreed to get along, 
nothing is big enough to cause a rift be- 
tween them; and when two people are 
agreed not to get along, nothing is so 
insignificant that it cannot be made an 
issue of and a rift caused by it. 

F. C. BLAcK. 
CDR CHG USN. 
Cherry Point Marine Air Base, N. C. 


e Chaplain Black prepared this letter for 
United Presbyterian publications and 
allowed us to have a copy.—Eds. 


THIS WEEK 


These People Join 
Thousands More 
In Saying .. . 
Let Presbyterians Reunite!* 
(Continued from last issue) 





Ann Jordan 
Red Springs, N. C. 
Mrs. H. M. Marshall 
Pamplin, Va. 


Add My Name 


Perry Tudor 
Dunlap, Ill. 


ee 
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*A copy of the pamphlet, Let Presbyte- 
rians Reunite? summarizing an editorial se- 
ries, with more than 140 signature, will 
be sent free of charge for a stamped, self- 
addressed envelope. Or, 25 for 25¢; $1 
per 100. 

For a packet of 1 each of items 
on Presbyterian reunion, send 50¢. 


The Presbyterian Outlook 
1 North 6th St., Richmond 19, Virginia 





Hardly Possible 


To THE OUTLOOK: 


Has it occurred to you that the presby- 
teries could vote for the Plan of union 
and the General Assembly also pass it, 
and then in the year of grace left us, 
every church could vote against it? Do 
you think that a good plan? 

What would become of our schools, 
colleges, seminaries and other property? 
And what of the retirement fund for 
ministers? We have been paying that. 
Are we to lose that? 

Mrs. E. P. Bynum. 
Courtland, Ala. 


Re: Anti-Union Propaganda 
To THE OUTLOOK: 


The men responsible for circulating 
some of the anti-union literature that I 
have received and read should bow their 
heads in shame. Certainly no intelligent 
person would believe such propaganda 
and half-truths. 

These people seem not to be concerned 
about that Great Commandment of our 
Lord—“Thou shalt love thy neighbor as 
thyself.” Certainly the USA Presbyterians 
are our neighbors, and it seems they 
would make you believe our northern 
brethren are some sort of sly devils 
ready to pounce upon and devour us. 
Even some of their leaders are linked 
with communism. We are used to these 
tactics in politics, but in the church, 
Cm BO. .«. 

There is only one reason that should 
be needed to convince anyone that we 
need to reunite, that is—the reason for 
our original separation no longer exists— 
the War between the States, nearly 100 
years ago. 

None of the reasons advanced by the 
opposition are valid, based on reason. 





They are all based on misleading statis. 
tics, selfishness, race prejudice, and ip. 
tolerance, or false pride. I trust that in 
spite of all this opposition union will go 
through at this time. If it does not it 
will mean a black eye for Presbyterian. 
ism for years to come. 
CLAUDE SPITZER. 

Grottoes, Va. 


Presbyterians and Property 
To THE OUTLOOK: 


We are hearing a loud noise these days 
about provisions for protecting our 
church property. I serve a little church 
which could be stolen from us by ten 
unscrupulous people. They could infil- 
trate the membership of the church and 
then vote to take the property out— 
EXCEPT for the glorious fact that it is 
Presbyterian and so protected by wise 
safeguards in ecclesiastical law and in the 
laws of the Commonwealth. 

Since the present safeguards have 
proven so effective let’s continue to keep 
them both for the present and after we 
enter the more glorious witness in the 
united church. 

If there are those who would scrap our 
Presbyterian heritage and safeguards to 
control property, let them get their 
property from some other source, we 
will continue to need ours in the service 
of Christ. 

Somewhere in the background of the 
noise I sense a sinister desire to control 
Presbyterian property and not to protect, 
as is the claim. At present the smallest 
church in our Assembly is safe, but when 
this Presbyterian safeguard is removed 
the largest church in the Assembly is 
subject to seizure. 

As I grow older I find ever-increasing 
joy in expressing my Christianity through 
Presbyterian channels. Let us keep the 
Christianity above the Presbyterianism 
always—and go “forward with Christ” 
until we all come into the unity of the 
faith. 

Geo. F. Houck. 
Rowland, N. C. 





Added help for 
Circle Bible Lessons 





| This is a British publication (Student Volunteer Movement) and we 
| have purchased the entire stock of the American outlet because of the 
| anticipated needs of the Circle teachers. 


| Orders will be filled promptly at $2 per copy. 
THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 


| 1 North 6th Street 





| On Romans 


Since there is no Thompson Portfolio on Romans, THE OUTLOOK 
will feature another help for Circle Bible teachers during the new year. 
We have combed the offerings of publishers and are pleased to announce 
that our recommendation to you is: 


PAUL’S EPISTLE TO THE ROMANS 


| By Ernest F. Scott 


Richmond 19, Virginia 








THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK re-entered as second-class matter June 15, 1910, at the postoffice at Richmond, Va., under the act 


of March 3, 1879. 


15¢ a copy, $5.00 a year. 


Published weekly on Monday by Presbyterian of the South, Inc., 1 North Sixth Street, Richmond 19, Virginia, except 
first week, January, and fourth week, August. Telephone 2-9492; night, 4-5554. 


Foreign postage $1 extra. 
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Doctors Are Told of 


“Spiritual Disease” 


Julian Price Tells AMA 
Change of Heart Needed 


A physician who spoke to the American 
Medical Association about a needed 
“change of heart” on the part of Ameri- 
cans is a Southern Presbyterian elder of 
Florence, S. C. He is Dr. Julian P. 
Price, of a famous missionary family, 
whose father and brother, P. Frank and 
Frank W., have both been Mcderators 
of the General Assembly. 

Dr. Price is a member of the board of 
trustees of the AMA. When the doctors 
met recently in Miami, Fla., they heard 
the Presbyterian elder describe an om- 
inous “spiritual disease’ which seems 
to be spreading today. 

“The physical and mental health of 
our people,” he said, “‘is relatively good, 
but there is evidence of spiritual disease.” 
Some of the signs include “laxness of 
morals in our national government in 
recent years, the hold which organized 
vice has upon legislative and social life, 
dishonesty and corruption in various 
state and local governments. 


African Church Sites 
Regulated by Government 


JOHANNESBURG (EPS) — A circular 
signed by the Secretary of African Affairs 
states that leases of sites to churches in 
urban locations may be cancelled if any 
representative of the church does anything 
to “encourage deterioration in the rela- 
tionships” between Africans and the gov- 
ernment. 

The circular has been sent to all urban 
local authorities in the Union. It em- 
phasizes that acquisition of sites must be 
approved by the Minister of Native Af- 
fairs, as well as by local authorities, and 
declares: ‘It has been decided that, as 
regards the maximum duration of occupa- 
tion, no agreement or permission to oc- 
cupy shall be for longer than on a yearly 
basis. 





“Owing to the intervention by represen- 
tatives of certain church and other bodies 
in matters outside the scope of the work 
they should undertake among the natives, 
it has been decided that provision should 
be made for the cancellation of leases if 
the activities of any such representative 
outside the normal scope of his work, is 
of a subversive nature, or might tend to 
lead to or encourage deterioration in the 
relationships between the natives and gov- 
ernmental persons or bodies, if not to out- 
and-out defiance or breaches of the law...” 


“The increase in crime in our teen- 
age population, the evidence of bribery 
and unethical conduct in amateur ath- 
letics, the effort made by many to cheat 
on their income tax.” 

Dr. Price pointed to “the mad search 
for pleasure which causes our people to 
spend four times as much for alcoholic 
beverages as they do for religious and 
welfare activities, the inroads which the 
doctrine of atheistic communism is mak- 
ing upon the thinking of some of our citi- 
zens.” 

In the face of this widespread disease, 
what did the doctor prescribe? 

The only remedy, he declared, “‘lies in a 
change of heart. It is my sincere belief 
that the greatest need of our country 
today—and of our profession—is a spir- 
itual rebirth, a return to God and his eter- 
nal principles.” 


Agnes Scott Gets 
$4,000,000 Fund 


Agnes Scott College has been made the 
residuary legatee of the will of the late 
Frances Winship Walters. Trust execu- 
tives estimate that the college will receive 
slightly more than $4,000,000. Half of 
the sum will go into endowment funds 


and half will be held in trust for the col- 
lege to match dollar for dollar. Mrs. 
Walters also left $50,000 for maintenance 
of the infirmary she built at Agnes Scott 
in 1949. 

Mrs. Walters was a member of the 
Development Committee of the board of 
trustees. The Development Program, 
looking toward the 75th anniversary of 
the college in 1964, has a goal of $10,- 
000,000, of which Mrs. Walter’s gift be- 
comes a substantial part—the largest gift 
in the history of the college. 


Southwestern and Davidson 
Work with Georgia Tech 


Southwestern at Memphis and David- 
son College have worked out plans with 
Georgia Tech whereby engineering stu- 
dents may attend these colleges for three 
years and Tech for two years thereby 
earning a bachelor’s degree at the church 
college and the bachelor of engineering 
degree from Georgia Tech. Davidson has 
a similar program with Columbia Uni- 
versity. The University of the South at 
Sewanee and the University of Chatta- 
nooga are also included in the Georgia 
Tech plan. 





JOHANNESBURG BISHOP ORDERS 
CLOSING OF MISSION SCHOOLS 


JOHANNESBURG, So. AFRICA (RNS)— 
Richard Ambrose Reeves, Anglican 
Bishop of Johannesburg, has ordered all 
of the church’s 23 mission schools in 
Southern Transvaal closed down by next 
April 1. The schools serve some 10,000 
Negro pupils. 

The action was taken, he said, because 
under the new Bantu Education Act the 
schools could be kept open after that date 
only if they relegated the students “to a 
status of permanent inferiority.” 

“The decision to close the schools rath- 
er than cooperate with the government in 
the terms of the law is dictated by con- 
science,” Bishop Reeves said. ‘No edu- 
cation at all is better than the wrong 
kind of education.” 

Cecil William Alderson, Bishop of 
Bloemfontein, Orange Free State, under- 
scored Dr. Reeves’ stand by saying that 
the government’s attempt, through the 
Bantu Act, to deny individuals the right 
of full development was “close to the 
philosophy of Communism.” 

The Synod of the Johannesburg Angli- 
can Diocese recently condemned the ed- 
ucation law and the Native Resettlement 


Act as dual evidences of the South Afri- 
can government’s determination to im- 
pose its basic apartheid (segregation) 
policies on the country. 

Similar action was taken by the Meth- 
odist Church of South Africa, the Baptist 
Union of South Africa and the South 
African Baptist Missionary Society. 

The statements agreed in describing 
apartheid as “contrary to the will of God” 
and “in conflict with Christian stand- 
ards.” 

Earlier, the Roman Catholic bishops of 
the country attacked the Bantu Education 
Act. 


Anglican Bishops Condemn 
Church Property Order 


Umtata, So. AFricA (RNS)—Angli- 
can bishops of the Church of the Province 
of South Africa issued a statement here 
condemning a recent government order 
limiting tenure of church property in 
native areas to one year and subjecting 
these leases to cancellation if the church 
engages in activity “of a subversive na- 
ture.” 

The order, issued by Minister for 








Native Affairs H. F. Verwoerd, a leading 
proponent of the government’s apartheid 
(segregation) policies, defined “subver- 
sive activities” as those which are “such 
as encourage deterioration in the relation- 
ships between natives and the govern- 
ment, or government persons, or govern- 
ment bodies.” 

The bishops, meeting in synod here, 
said the order appears to be “a clear 
denial of the right to freedom of speech, 
an attempt to silence the church, and a 
threat to our work.” 

“Tf it can be proved that any represen- 
tative of the church uses language that 
is subversive or incites persons to break 
the law,” the synod said, “‘we should not 
deny the right of the State to take action 
against that person. But it seems to us 
unjust that the church or any other body 
to which he belongs should be held re- 
sponsible for his action. 

“However, the terms of the order go 
much further than even this. They iden- 
tify the state with certain governmental 
persons and appear to be making an 
attempt to silence any criticism of the 
government of the day. Against such a 


threat, we desire to make the strongest 
protest. 


“No church can admit that a particular 
minister of the state has the right to be 
the sole judge of the scope of the work 
it should undertake, either among na- 
tives or any other part of the community. 
We find it difficult to believe such threat- 
enings can really have the approval of 
any Christian people and we greatly hope 
that the order may be withdrawn.” 


GUEST EDITORS 


Church and State 


The following editorial, in the midst 
of difficulties in South Africa, will be 
of considerable interest to OUTLOOK read- 
ers. It was written to protest government 
regulations imposed on the churches in an 
effort to bend church leaders to the gov- 
ernment view on racial segregation. 





If a minister of the Christian Church 
believes that an action of the government 
is in conflict with the moral and spiritual 
principles of his church, should he keep 
silent or should he proclaim the truth in 
which he believes? 

It is a curious belief to be held by a 
government which claims to be a Chris- 


ANY QUESTIONS? 


Answering questions here, from a recorded radio-telephone panel, are 
Rachel Henderlite, General Assembly’s Training School professor; Ed- 
ward J. Humphrey, pastor of Westminster church, Richmond, Va.; and 
President Ben R. Lacy, Union Seminary, Va. 


THE H-BOMB 
Should the H-Bomb be outlawed as 
a work of the Devil? 

HENDERLITE: Such a question involves 
a great many things—for example, one’s 
feeling about the H-Bomb, one’s feeling 
about the Devil, one’s feeling about law 
and the means of handling each of them. 
But the intent of the question might really 
be this: Is the H-Bomb an unmitigated 
evil? Is if something which civilized 
people should ban from use? Or is the 
H-Bomb a legitimate weapon of warfare? 

In answer to the question worded in 
this way, I may say that it is very difficult 
to distinguish between one way of kill- 
ing and another in warfare. And yet, 
the A-Bomb, and the H-Bomb, and the 
C-Bomb are more inhuman than other 
weapons because their spread of destruc- 
tion is greater. In some senses the de- 
struction is more horrible and more ir- 
responsible than that produced by other 
weapons because the consequences of it 
go beyond our control. 

It should be the work of Christian 
people to outlaw all forms of warfare, 
to outlaw all forms of evil insofar as pos- 
sible. Christian people have been set 
down in the world as a light for the rest 
of the world, as leaven to permeate the 
world. It is our job to build a structure 
of society that makes war unnecessary. 
We should seek to establish a habit of 
controlling differences by arbitration rath- 


4 


er than by fighting. I am thinking of the 
conference recently held at Geneva and 
of the continuing work of the United 
Nations as things which Christian people 
can support in an attempt to eradicate or 
control aggression, domination of one 
people by another, famine, disease and 
the other evils that lead to warfare. 

Humpnurey: I think we also see here 
that the trouble is perhaps not with the 
H-Bomb so much as it is with the spirit 
of man, and that is where our Christian 
faith comes into play. Francis Thomp- 
son has three lines that seem to me to be 
very appropriate to this question: 

Our towns are copied fragments from 

our breast; 


And all man’s Babylons strive but to 
impart 

The grandeurs of his Babylonian 
heart. 


HOW SALVATION COMES 


Do you think a man who lives a good 
life, though he never accepts Christ, is 
in heaven today? If yes, would this not 
encourage non-Christians not to accept 
Christ ? 


Lacy: I think definitely that salvation 
is through Jesus Christ and that when 
one is offered the opportunity of accept- 
ing Christ and declines to accept Christ 
he is not saved. And I think every man 
who is saved is saved through faith in 
Jesus Christ. 


tian one. 

Yet there can be little doubt that that 
is its view. It is the view which must 
lie behind constant and repeated irritated 
attacks by the leaders and the press of 
the Nationalist Party on such men as 
Bishop Reeves and Father Huddleston of 
Johannesburg when they presume to ap- 
ply the principles they profess as minis- 
ters of a Christian church in judgment 
of actions of the government. 

It is the view behind the new circular 
which has been sent to local authorities, 
which lays upon the churches operating 
in native urban areas the duty of apply- 
ing each year for a renewal of permission 
to remain and preach their gospel. 

The circular contains the clearest threat 
that if ministers following their calling 
among the native people in the urban 
areas venture to criticize any action of the 
government they may be ordered to leave. 

The circular states: ‘‘Owing to the 
intervention by representatives of certain 
church and other bodies in matters out- 
side the scope of the work they should 
undertake among natives, it has been 
decided that provision should be made 
for the cancellation of leases if the ac- 
tivities of any such representative outside 
the normal scope of his work is of a sub- 
versive nature or might tend to lead to, 
or encourage deterioration in, the rela- 
tionship between the natives and govern- 
mental persons or bodies, if not to be 
out-and-out defiance or breaches of the 
law.” 

The arrogant assumption will be ob- 
served here that it is not for the minister 
or his ecclesiastical superior to determine 
what is the “normal scope” of the work 
of a church—it is for a cabinet minister 
or a government official. 

How is this form of control to be ex- 
ercised except by surveillance of the ac- 
tions of Christian ministers? If criticism 
is to be suppressed, what difference does it 
make whether criticism is uttered outside 
or inside a church? 


Are we to have detectives of the Spe- 
cial Branch, or spies of the Native Affairs 
Department, taking notes of the sermons 
which ministers preach from their pulpits 
to their congregations gathered for wor- 
ship in their own churches? 

In essence this is, as the Rev. Stuart 
Jackman pointed out in a sermon which 
we reported earlier this week, a conflict 
between church and state. 

It is difficult to believe that any Chris- 
tian church can range itself on the side 
of the state in this conflict. It is impos- 
sible that the sincere and devoted leaders 
of the Dutch Reformed churches can fail 
to understand the essential nature of the 
conflict and to exert their influence, which 
is tremendously powerful with the Gov- 
ernment, to persuade if to draw back from 
this unChristian attack on the freedom 
of Christian churches.—Pretoria News, 
South Africa. 
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@ With a great deal at stake at home and abroad, it is... 


A Time for Decision 


N HONEST look at Christendom 
A today demands the admission that 
rarely if ever, has Christ been faced with 
a more formidable and diabolical com- 
bination of visible and invisible enemies. 

The 20th century, which began with 
an unequalled surge of missionary en- 
deavor in Africa and the Orient as well 
as in Latin America and the islands of 
the sea, has now witnessed rosy optimism 
fade and in some places turn into what 
seems to be the ashes of failure. We 
have almost forgotten that Russia could 
ever have been classed as a Christian 
nation. China has slammed the door in 
the face of thousands of ambassadors of 
the Cross—those it hasn’t martyred. Mis- 
sionaries in Arab lands and in Southeast 
Asia and indeed in India are no longer 
favored with friendly governments but 
are revealed to be witnessing with tiny 
minorities in the midst of resurgent 
heathenism and nationalism that makes 
every white face a liability. In Africa 
and Latin America, as well as elsewhere, 
incendiary communism is daily setting the 
torch to the dry tinder of human despera- 
tion and blind hope with an unselfish de- 
votion that lays integrity and life alike 
with utter abandon on the altar of world 
conquest. 

The western nations of Europe are 
blighted with churches whose coffers are 
empty, but worse, far worse, whose pulpits 
and pews alike are suffering from a pro- 
gressive paralysis, if not a wholesale de- 
sertion. 


In This Country 


In our own country we are making a 
herculean effort in the battle against a 
malignant secularism and a materialism 
that tempts us to substitute dollars and 
big church buildings for the primitive 
zeal of a Spirit-filled people of Christ. 

No human eye can pierce the future, 
but any honest estimate of the present 
crisis can hardly fail to show that to an 
extraordinary degree in the second half 
of the 20th century Christ has entrusted 
to us his evangel in America. 

Who will proclaim his name in Africa 
and Latin America? Who will search 
for crevices in the Iron and Bamboo Cur- 
tains to breach the ramparts which enclose 
half the world’s living souls? 

Who will win American for Christ? 

Who will pray for the Presbyterian 
Church to be willing to receive the out- 





DR. CURRIE is pastor of the Oak Cliff church, 
Dallas, Texas. It was his father, then president 
of Austin Seminary, who was the first chair- 
man of the Assembly’s Committee on Coop- 
eration and Union at the beginning of the 
Present movement. 
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By THOMAS W. CURRIE 


pouring of God’s Spirit and display in 
work and worship the salvation of Christ 
and the glory of God? 


The answer is you and I! 
we must! 


Undivided Abroad 


What differences among Presbyterians 
are crucial enough to keep us divided in 
our world mission program abroad? 
Again and again in Mexico, Ecuador, Bra- 
zil, and other countries where our com- 
mitments adjoin, we say the task is so 
much beyond the resources of all of us 
together that it would be blind confusion 
and folly to work apart. Nothing is im- 
portant enough to keep us from spending 
our utmost effort to extend the Kingdom 
through the National Presbyterian 
Church of Mexico, Brazil, etc. Of what 
value would it be for a Mexican in Ome- 
tepec, Toluca, or Mexico City to try to 
distinguish between a Presbyterian 
Church, U.S., of Mexico, a Presbyterian 
Church, USA, of Mexico, a Presbyterian 
United of Mexico and, in addition, an 
Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church 
of Mexico? No! Divine wisdom and 
grace quietly prevailed and there is one 
General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church for Mexico, one General Assem- 
bly of the Presbyterian Church for Bra- 
zil. Our several missions have brought 
each Assembly to birth. Our several 
missions are united in a single program 
to witness through a single National 
Church. The problems are not all solved, 
but a host of them are being met construc- 
tively, and dollars and manpower are 
stretched farther for Christ this way than 
they could be any other. Who would 
now recommend that we pull out of the 
National Presbyterian Church in Brazil 
or Mexico and paddle a separate Southern 
Presbyterian canoe? No! It would be 
mad folly. Presbyterians belong together. 
No differences between Presbyterians 
warrant the division of their efforts to 
proclaim the evangel abroad. In no for- 
eign country has our Board nor have our 
missionaries felt called upon to establish 
a separate Southern Presbyterian Church. 


We will, 


On the Home Front 

In the battling for a billion living souls 
how is it with the Presbyterians of Amer- 
ica? They have found it indispensible 
to unite abroad for reasons of economy, 
of polity, of theology, of reason, but most 
of all in obedience to the will of Christ 
and the leading of his Spirit. But how is 
it with the Presbyterians here in Amer- 
ica? 


The Presbyterians of America are di- 
vided. The United Presbyterian Church 
represents the consolidation of the groups 
stemming from the dissenters in Scotland. 
This is the great witness of the Covenant- 
ers who have before all the world unfurled 
the banner of Bible-taught, Spirit-direct- 
ed Christian conscience. The blood of 
their martyrs in the Arab world and in- 
deed in our own land has been spilled to 
plant the seed of the church. 

Of our own Presbyterian Church we 
know something, too, but to whom do we 
owe it that there is a Presbyterian wit- 
ness today in the Rocky Mountains 
and the high Sierras of our land? 
To whom do we owe it that there is a 
Presbyterian witness on the Pacific shores 
from Seattle to San Diego? To whom 
do we owe it that there is a Presbyterian 
witness in Alaska and Cuba and the 
Philippine Islands and the other pos- 
sessions of our nation? To whom do we 
owe it that the President of these United 
States and the first lady and the Secretary 
of State are Presbyterians? To whom 
do we owe the benediction of men like 
Louis Evans and Chuck Templeton, of 
John Timothy Stone and Harrison Ray 
Anderson, of the late Robert E. Speer and 
John A. Mackay and of two and a half 
million other Presbyterians throughout 
our land? While Dr. O. G. Jones was 
organizing 50 churches across the South, 
Sheldon Jackson was planting 100 
churches from Arizona to Point Barrow, 
Alaska. While the U.S. Church was 
struggling with a rarely paralleled hero- 
ism up from poverty, humiliation, and 
the carpetbag, accomplishing miracles of 
a gallant faith in a ruined land, we must 
in candor confess that but for relief funds 
by the tens of thousands of dollars sent 
from private members of the USA church 
there would have been virtually no home 
mission program in the South for 10 or 
20 years after the Civil War. They gave 
us the right hand of fellowship and help- 
ed us rise. 

To whom do we owe it that there is a 
united Presbyterian work at Austin, Col- 
lege Station, Lubbock, Denton, Nacog- 
doches and hundreds of colleges and uni- 
versities farther away where our sons and 
daughters in the formative years of their 
youth are exposed to the icy gales of 
skepticism and the heat of passionate 
sins? To whom do we owe it that there 
is a great united seminary in Louisville, 
Kentucky? To whom do we owe it that 
there is a strong united Presbyterian 
youth work in Kentucky? 

To whom do we owe it that there is a 
great work in the Carolinas and Virginia 
among the colored brethren and in the 








West among the Indians, the Nisei, and 
the Mormons? 

Brethren, the answer is that we owe all 
this and much else to the use God has 
made of the Presbyterian Church in the 
United States of America. 

Our three churches share a Confession 
of Faith and catechisms. We share a 
blessed history from Adam, Abraham, 
Paul, Augustine, Calvin, Knox, Make- 
mie, Witherspoon—with them we share 
an unalterable faith in the Lord Jesus 
Christ. We believe together that “the 
word of God, which is contained in the 
Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments 
is the only rule to direct us how we may 
glorify and enjoy him.” We believe to- 
gether that “‘the Scriptures of the Old and 
New Testaments (are) the Word of God, 
the only infallible rule of faith and prac- 
tice”! We believe together in the parity 
of the power of the preachers and the 
ruling elders and in the government by 
elders in courts so graduated as to display 
the unity of the church. 

Indeed, the issues that divided us in 
1861 were principally two. The first was 
whether there would be slavery in our 
land or not. Our fathers favored slavery 
and found Scriptural warrant for it. But 
who even of those south of the Mason and 
Dixon Line will be bold enough now to 
claim that the Bible supports slavery? 
That issue surely no longer divides us. 
It is dead and no one would revive it even 
if he could. For some its memories are 
sweet; for most its memories are bitter. 
For all, it deserves the silence of the 
grave. 

The other issue was the “testing (as 
to) whether that nation or any nation so 
conceived and so dedicated can long en- 
dure.”” Abraham Lincoln also put it this 
way: “It has long been a grave question 
whether any government, not too strong 
for the liberties of its people, can be 
strong enough to maintain its existence 
in great emergencies.”” When the South 
maintained a separate capital and battled 
for the right of secession, our fathers felt 
that the church owed it to her Lord to 
recognize the ‘‘powers that be” and there- 
fore ought not to be enjoined to give 
allegiance to the government at Washing- 
ton. Consequently, they formed a na- 
tional church for the Confederate States 
of America. My grandfather followed 
the Stars and Bars all the gallant, tragic 
way to Appomattox, and there he watched 
the only remaining excuse for division of 
our church disappear to hang gracefully 
as an ancient banner in some tourist- 
frequented museum. For now as dear to 
us as is the flag of the Confederacy, as 
cherished as is the flag of Texas, nothing 
flies above the Star Spangled Banner save 
only the banner of the Cross of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 


Achievements to Share 


Has our Presbyterian Church, U.S.,.a 
fine record of evangelism? Have we any 


right to confine its benefits to the South 
alone? Has our Presbyterian Church, 
U.S., an enviable record of stewardship? 
What is there in the Bible or in the stand- 
ards of our church that bars its blessings 
from 32 states of the Union. Are we 
sound in theology and zealous for Christ? 
When the world is in such torment of 
need, how can we stand before the judg- 
ment seat of our own conscience maintain- 
ing our Iron Curtain along the Mason and 
Dixon Line, this middle wall of partition 
that is surely no greater barrier to be 
overcome by brother-Presbyterians who 
have every reason and obligation to dis- 
play visibly the unity they claim in 
Christ. 

The truth about the matter is that 
neither we nor the other branches of the 
Presbyterian Church have any room for 
complacency in evangelism, stewardship, 
or growth in grace. God pity us if we 
can think of no better argument for divi- 
sion than a few dollars per capita in giv- 
ing or a few percentage points in evange- 
lism or a difference of opinion in church 
procedure, when it so much more becomes 
all of us to share a common confession 
that we have all sinned and come short of 
glory of God. How will we sound in the 
presence of Christ saying 

“We knew you were hungry, impris- 
oned and naked and sick, but remember 
you were north of the Mason and Dixon 
Line.” 

or 

“We knew there were those we could 
have reached for Christ, but remem- 
ber, we were in the Southern Presby- 
terian Church and so were automatical- 
ly exempt from having to go to Tulsa 
or Chicago or Washington or Santa 
Fe or Seattle or Wheeling.” 


An Alternative 


Brethren, either we admit that our ob- 
ligation as Presbyterians is being dis- 
charged in the North and East and West 
by the work of the USA and United Pres- 
byterian Church, or we must go our- 
selves to take the Presbyterian Church, 
U.S., into 32 states. (Of course, the 
third alternative is simply to say that we 
don’t care what happens to the spiritual 
destiny of anyone in the U.S.A. outside 
the Old South, but this I cannot believe 
we are willing to say.) I have heard no 
proposal on the part of any opponent of 
union that we establish home mission 
work in California, although our fathers 
spoke of it. I say this is convincing evi- 
dence that deep down we have utmost 
confidence that our brethren in the USA 
and United Presbyterian Church are do- 
ing our work for us; are teaching and 
training our sons and daughters as we 
would if we were there; are preaching 
Christ from the wharves of New York 
to the smog of Los Angeles and from 
Philadelphia to Nome, Alaska, as we 
would have the Presbyterian witness 
borne. 


Let us join in and take an active part 
then in planning and carrying out the 
united work of education and evangelism 
already implicit in our present conduct. 

Allow me to confess a concern I fee] 
for fair play. It is elemental in our 
homes or in our schools and, I believe, in 
our churches, that any member who in 
some decision is out-voted doesn’t pick 
up his blocks and pout his way home. 
He abides by the majority vote. Yet we 
see a strange spectacle in our midst. 
Even though the consent of more than a 
majority of our presbyteries, more than 
two-thirds, actually three-fourths, is nec- 
essary in this decision, there appears 
now an Association for the Preservation 
of the Southern Presbyterian Church 
whose very name seems to imply the threat 
that unless the vote goes their way they 
intend to pick up their dolls and stalk 
away. The presbyteries may or may not 
vote in sufficient numbers to consum- 
mate union, but I find it difficult to believe 
that the wonderful church to which we 


belong will allow herself to be coerced or ‘ 


intimidated by the threat that somebody 
who doesn’t get his own way may pick 
up his dolls and stomp out. Is it not 
plain fair play to agree that, if I cast a 
vote, I'll abide by the decision of the 
majority ? 

Some have even suggested that, if we 
can’t have a controlling vote or at least 
a veto in the united church, we should 
hesitate to enter the union. On this basis 
no one would ever join the church. What 
would you think of a candidate for mem- 
bership in your church who came before 
the Session and made his profession or 
reaffirmation of faith and then said: 
“Hold on, please, I want it plainly under- 
stood that, if I come into this congrega- 
tion, I will expect to be able to veto any 
act of the congregation with which I disa- 
gree.” Now, brethren I wonder whether 
the Session might not be excused if it 
raised a question as to whether the candi- 
date was displaying the highest motives 
he ought to have on such a solemn occa- 
sion. 


Time for Christian Love 

So with us. We initiated this matter 
of union. Everyone knows that there 
will be decisions to be made and votes 
to be taken and Boards and Councils to 
be organized and courts of the church to 
be erected, but is this the time to bristle 
with rights and prerogatives, or is this 
the time to prove in our own midst how 
the love of Christ constrains us, how 
Christ changes us so that we are no longer 
strangers, but fellow-citizens, brothers be- 
loved? Let us not be forced to concede 
that any barrier between Presbyterians is 
greater than the love of Christ; rather let 
us remember the word of the Apostle: 
“Be ye kind, tender hearted, forgiving 
each other, even as God for Christ’s sake 
hath forgiven you.” 

Can any differences between Presbyte- 
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@ How a true teaching about a Christmas myth 
can bring a fuller meaning and greater joy. 


There Is a Santa Claus 
By GELOLO McHUGH 


O WE hurt the social and emotional 

growth of our children when we tell 
them that a jolly old man from the North 
Pole slips in during the night before 
Christmas to leave the toys they want and 
other good things in their Christmas 
stockings? Are parents actually increas- 
ing childhood enjoyment of Christmas 
when they fool their little ones into be- 
lieving that Santa Claus is a real person? 
Do self-sacrificing mothers and fathers 
promote the best pleasures of this season 
when they assign all credit for their 
child’s Christmas morning happiness to 
a far-away stranger? 


Before psychology and psychiatry had 
studied the ways of personality growth 
to discover that certain early childhood 
experiences often do cause undesirable 
attitudes and unwanted ways of behavior 
in the older child and in adults, our usual 
Santa Claus practices were not question- 
ed. The picture is now quite different. 
The better informed mothers and fathers 
of today are concerned about Santa Claus. 
With greater understanding of personality 
development, they want to know whether 
this Christmas myth is good or bad for 
children. Having learned from experts 
in child rearing that parental deception 
during the early years contributes to a 
lack of self-confidence later on, they want 
to know what they should do about Santa 
Claus. 

Does modern child psychology say that 
our children should not be told about 
Santa Claus? Must this beautiful old 
custom be abandoned for the sake of the 
child’s emotional adjustment later on? 
The answer to both of these questions is 
an emphatic no! When the experts in 
personality growth furnish us with in- 
stances of distorted development that have 
resulted, at least in part, from certain 
childhood teachings about Santa Claus, 
they do not intend to indict the saintly 
character who represents the spirit of 
Christmas. They know as well as we that 
as a bringer of happiness to millions of 
children there is no substitute for Santa 
Claus. 





DR. McHUGH is a well-known child psycholo- 
gist, author of Training for Parenthood. This 
article appears here by courtesy of Religion 
and Health. 





rians be too great for us to forgive when 
Christ forgives so much in us? 
The enemies of Christ thrive on our 
division. 
Christ prays for us to be one in him. 
Now is the time. 
Let Presbyterians unite! 


DECEMBER 13, 1954 


A Wrong Use 


The clinical evidence is not against 
Santa Claus. It is against the way he 
sometimes is used by unthinking adults. 
Where a mother and father intentionally 
deceive their child into complete convic- 
tion that there is a wonderous human 
magician who can be everywhere at once, 
there may be danger. Where they, their 
little child’s best source of authority, an- 
swer questions with evasions or lies to 
keep the child believing that Santa Claus 
is a real person, there can be harm. Fur- 
thermore, it is just as wrong to threaten 
a child with the possibility that Santa 
Claus may not visit him because he dis- 
pleases his parents as it is to use with- 
drawal of parental love to punish him 
for the same cause. It is just as bad for 
his growth in self-assurance to tell a 
child that Santa Claus may decide not to 
bring him any presents as it is to make 
him obey by saying that a policeman will 
get him or that the postman will carry 
him off. Such threats, by taking away 
from a small child his love and security 
in parental protection, are dangerous to 
his social and emotional development. 

Some mothers and fathers already are 
solving the Santa Claus problem in a way 
that meets the emotional growth needs of 
their children. And, they are doing this 
without sacrificing any Christmas fun. 
In fact, most of these parents are sure that 
what they have learned from child psy- 
chology makes Christmas even more 
pleasant, more fun to remember. 

These parents cut undesirable fears, 
disappointments, and heartaches to a 
minimum, by starting from the beginning 
with Santa Claus as a “pretend person.” 

With greater insight into human na- 
ture, these modern mothers and fathers 
can see how to share the Christmas spirit 
with their children in ways that were not 
possible to their own parents. They have 
discovered that Christmas morning hap- 
piness, born of release from tensions due 


to prolonged uncertainty, is inferior to 
joy promoted by knowledge of who Santa 
Claus is and how he works. They be- 
lieve, too, that their new ways give their 
children a larger share in Christmas joys 
than they themselevs had as children. 

A child’s emotional growth needs are 
better satisfied by expected presents and 
unexpected surprises from people he 
knows best and loves most. But, children 
also like to make believe, and because of 
this their enjoyment of presents and sur- 
prises is increased by grown-ups who call 
themselves Santa Claus in celebration of 
Christmas. Children like people who 
sneak presents under the tree or into 
Christmas stockings after they have gone 
to bed because this is the way to pretend. 
that Santa Claus came during the night. 
They enjoy the presents they get in this 
way better than they do those left by a 
miracle man with whom they cannot share 
their happiness because they never can 
see or know him. Under this new system 
there can be no later disappointments, 
no resentment over being led to believe in 
the impossible, and no loss of faith in: 
Christmas. 


Like the Story Books ! 

Parents who know how to teach that 
Santa Claus is a pretend person do this’ 
in the same way that they help a child 
enjoy his story books. They do not con-. 
stantly remind their little girls and boys 
that Santa Claus is not a real person any 
more than they insist before each read- 
ing that Peter Rabbit is a “pretend” rab- 
bit. But they are ready to explain the 
whole situation in a casual and matter of 
fact way with the added statement that 
“it is fun to pretend,” when explanations 
are needed whenever direct questions are 
asked. They simply do not insist that 
Santa Claus is a real person any more 
than they try to make a child believe that 
Goldie Locks did visit the Three Bears 
and actually was in danger of being hurt 
by them. 

Such fathers and mothers know that 
as long as there is Christmas there should 
be a Santa Claus for children. In the 
light of our new knowledge about the 
growth of human personality, these par- 
ents simply see to it that their children 
have the best Santa Claus there is. They 
provide the one that will be the most fun 
to remember. 
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EDITORIAL 


“All Ye Are Brethren”? 
Well, at a Distance 


On many occasions when a Christian 
congregation has lost its building by fire, 
or in the midst of other continuing needs, 
you hear of a nearby Jewish synagogue 
which offers its facilities for weeks or 
months or as much as a year, with every 
courtesy shown and all its equipment 
made available during that period. The 
same thing happens when a Christian 
congregation volunteers its building and 
equipment to a Hebrew congregation or 
to one of the unusual Protestant bodies of 
some variety perhaps very different from 
its own. (A Baptist group just now is 
letting an Adventist group use its build- 
ing at hours when the Baptists will not 
be needing it.) 

These friendly assists do something 
to strengthen the ties between us and to 
demonstrate before the world our under- 
lying concern for each other and our good- 
will that is not confined to strict and ex- 
clusive partitions that set apart man from 
man. 

In view of these commonplace occur- 
rences when groups of people from very 
different faiths or backgrounds offer their 
equipment or building freely to each 
other, it is all the more startling to hap- 
pen upon a situation where a Presby- 
terian group refuses to allow a group of 


8 





Presbyterian women of another congre- 
gation to use its facilities for one meeting. 

The meeting place was needed, it 
should be explained, because the women 
of the rather new church have no build- 
ing of their own, but meet on Sundays 
in a school building which is not avail- 
able to them on weekdays. Therefore, it 
was considered simply routine, or one of 
those commonplace courtesies, that a near- 
by Presbyterian church would allow the 
women to use their well-arranged facili- 
ties for the annual report session. It 
should be made clear that these women 
did not invite themselves. Instead, the 
presbyterial official who is guiding and 
encouraging the new group hoped they 
might be able to use the church property 
where she is a member. 

But no, even though they were fellow- 
Presbyterians, seeking to hold their own 
Presbyterian meeting, they were told they 
could not use the building—despite the 
fact that it was not to be in use at that 
time by any other group. 

Perhaps we should be glad that the 
Hebrew synagogue was not requested, for 
the request doubtless would have been 
granted, even though the requesting group 


was Christian, Presbyterian—and Negro. 


The Word Is Preparation 


Our church’s Division of Evangelism 
is doing its best to awaken the interest 
and claim the support of ministers and 
leaders everywhere in preparation for the 
first year’s emphasis in the “Forward 
With Christ” movement. Important ex- 
changes between synods have been ar- 
ranged for intensive work this spring. 

The first thing, however, is what our 
churches do as this year ends and as 1955 
begins. To that end, evangelism leaders 
are calling for the Christmas and New 
Year seasons to be spent in renewal, re- 
dedication, and commitment. 

We are being reminded that the best 
gift we can offer to Christ at this season 
is “a new person.” 

All this is good and sufficient in itself, 
but is even more. It points ahead by way 
of preparation to the pre-Easter plan and 
the “Year of Evangelistic Advance.” 

Of course, what the Division is seeking 
is what every good church has—a year- 
round program of evangelism instead of 
something that starts and stops, sparked 
by some prodding from outside and then 
dies down until the flame is fanned again. 

The Division is also pointing to some- 
thing else that is of basic importance— 
the need for better planning. This will 
be seen in many a jumped-up Christmas 
program that hardly does credit to any- 
body. It is even worse in these evange- 
listic efforts for us to think we can sched- 
ule a week of special services, for in- 
stance, without all kinds of careful prep- 
aration by the congregation and commu- 
nity. No wonder so little happens so 
often; we don’t expect or deserve any real 





results. After all, the power at Pentecost 
came to people who met some conditions 
and were prepared. 

So, this is a good time to take the 
Evangelism Division’s appeal seriously, 
And that word chiefly is this one: Pre- 
pare, and begin doing so now. 

The details of how to do this are being 
sent to every church (or will be upon 
request). 


Some Thoughts on Worship 


In our Presbyterian system, responsi- 
bilities are, for the most part, very clear. 
That is, we know whose job it is to look 
after supplying the pulpit, who is respon- 
sible for visiting the people, and so on 
(or do we?). 

Last summer (Aug. 16) we went into 
some detail to point out Presbyterian 
principles in regard to the pastor’s re- 
sponsibility for his ministerial perform- 
ance to presbytery rather than to a Session 
or congregation. 

It is probably understood in most cases 
but in some it is obviously believed that 
the Session has some direct responsibility 
for congregational worship. A reading 
of the Book of Church Order, and par- 
ticularly the Directory for Worship, will 
dispel any such idea, for worship is the 
primary responsibility of the pastor. If 
there is no pastor, the Session has a re- 
sponsibility to see that worship is con- 
ducted, but not otherwise. 

That is, our regulations do not an- 
ticipate any duty of the Session in regard 
to setting up, approving or disapproving 
the order of worship, or any so-called 
“enrichment” thereof. Worship is the 
pastor’s responsibility, just like preach- 
ing, and for his fulfilment of this duty 
he is responsible to presbytery, not to a 
Session. 

There is good reason for this, just as 
for most such provisions. It is simply 
that the minister is supposedly trained 
in the conduct of worship (sadly enough, 
sometimes he isn’t, but he is still respon- 
sible). Since the history of worship is 
somewhat complex and the meaning of it 
is important, in line with a church’s tra- 
ditions, it is seldom that an elder is 
found who has made even the most super- 
ficial study of this subject, though such 
a state is an unfortunate one. 

An order of worship is not something 
to be batted around and agreed upon on 
the basis of “‘what we have always done,” 
or whether this calls for too much or too 
little standing up, or we like to hurry 
up and finish “the preliminaries,” or 
other considerations. 

Worship is important, far more impor- 
tant than is frequently indicated by slip- 
shod services or patterns which no tradi- 
tion will support. What we are pleading 
for is not less thought about it, but more 
—by the person responsible for it and 
trained for his responsibility. 
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Footnote to Acts 27, 28 


A HERO TO HIS VALET 
By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 


O MAN, the old proverb has it, is 

a hero to his valet. That is to say, 
seen at close range, seen by one in the 
position of servant, the distinguished 
man, the V.I.P., often appears to be a 
rather seamy character. 


Young people who have served at Mon- 
treat during the summer as clerks and 
waiters, have sometimes been thrown 
“off” the church—some of them thought 
for life—by what they have seen of the 
high dignitaries of Presbyterianism in 
their contacts with the hired hands. 

It has been speculated, with some rea- 
son, that Author Luke was at one time 
a valet, or something of the sort, to the 
Apostle Paul. What we do know is that 
one of the ‘“‘we-sections” of Luke’s story 
includes the voyage to Rome. Paul was 
a prisoner during that whole time, and 
such prisoners were not allowed to take 
company along. They were permitted, 
however, to take not more than two slaves 
with them. It has therefore been sur- 
mised (as by Ramsay in St. Paul the 
Traveler and Roman Citizen) that Aris- 
tarchus and Luke were there on those 
boats and in the famous shipwreck, as 
slaves of prisoner Paul. 


If this is true, and we shall assume 
that it is, then we might have been afraid 
that Luke would become disillusioned 
about his hero. There was everything 
to strain their friendship. Paul would be 
in circumstances where a man seldom 
looks his best. Close quarters, seasick- 
ness, the general atmosphere of uncertain- 
ty and fear, the presence of danger, do 
not bring out men’s higher qualities al- 
ways. Cast ashore on the island of Melita, 
the shipwrecked men felt themselves in 
the presence of “barbarians.” Many a 
man whose ordinary level of behavior is 
high, a man who is rated a gentleman by 
his friends and equals, when in the pres- 
ence of his inferiors, lets himself down 
to their level and ceases to be a gentle- 
man for the time being. 

First and last, on that voyage with its 
days dismal or dramatic, Paul had every 
chance of spoiling Luke’s good opinion 
of him. Luke could well have torn up 
the notes he may have been making, in 
disgust. . . . But he did nothing of the 
sort. On the contrary, Luke makes that 
voyage the climax of his story. 


AUL on that journey shows what it 

is to be a Christian gentleman. The 
word “gentleman” has fallen into some 
disrepute in our times. But it still has 
valuable meaning. Even without the ad- 
jective “Christian” it carries some Chris- 
tian flavor, for the word has arisen only 
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in Christianized, or partly Christianized, 
cultures. It means a man whose own 
personal standards of conduct are high 
and who keeps them high no matter what. 
So we find Paul, starting as a prisoner 
whose remarks are laughed off, ends by 
being the most respected man on board. 
The soldiers and sailors aboard those 
ships were not gentlemen, the “barbar- 
ians” were not supposed to be civilized; 
but Paul is courteous to one and all; al- 
ways his own good self. The gentleman is 
no braggart, he does not assert his superi- 
ority or stand on his rights. 

And yet he acts with confidence. By 
people who do not understand such things, 
the gentleman is supposed to be something 
of a sissy, a little timid—and a little 
selfish too, one whose own wants come 
first. The real gentleman however is seen 
in Paul, not only no sissy, still less a 
coward, but the boldest man-on the ship. 
It takes nerve for a prisoner to tell every- 
body what to do; but as he knew what 
had to be done and they didn’t, he had 
no hesitation in giving first advice and 
finally orders. Soldier and sailor alike 
do what this man Paul says. 


This one prisoner’s courage after all 
those dreadful two weeks when “we” 
(Luke among them, obviously) had given 
up all hope of being saved—this one 
prisoner’s courage stirred all the rest. 
Without Paul, the ship would have been 
lost. There were doubtless technical ex- 
perts aboard, experts in handling troops, 
experts in handling ships; but it was 
not these that saved the company. One 
gentleman aboard, one man of simple and 
contagious confidence, was worth all the 
expert technicians and more besides. 


GENTLEMAN is supposed (by the 

ignorant) to be unrealistic, imprac- 
tical, cushioned from the hard world. 
Paul, on the contrary, shows up as the 
most practical man aboard. His plain 
common sense is seen, for instance, in his 
weather forecasting. No supernatural 
revelation need be supposed; a man who 
already, according to his own story, had 
been through three shipwrecks, and had 
been up and down the Mediterranean and 
the Aegean for years, was surely weath- 
er-wise. 

He was a man of commonsense too in 
urging the crew to eat after their long 
spell of fasting (not religious—just plain 
seasickness!); and in seeing that unless 
the sailors were kept on board, by force 
if necessary, the ship would be lost. 

There was some commonsense also in 
the way he shook off that viper into the 
fire. No excitement, no praying for a 
miracle. He just shakes the thing off and 


nothing happens. He never once after- 
wards referred to the incident, or indeed 
to the whole story of the exciting voyage. 
A true gentleman, he had other things to 
occupy his mind beside his own heroisms. 


UT Paul was more than a gentleman; 

he was a Christian gentleman. And 
the kind of man who deserves such a 
name has at least points of distinction 
from the other kind, rare though both of 
them may be. One is that the ordinary 
or secular gentleman is sometimes such 
only to his superiors and equals; in con- 
tact with his inferiors, he feels no special 
obligation. Paul is just as considerate of 
one as he is of all. He is just as cour- 
teous among barbarians as among his 
equals or official superiors. He is just 
as concerned for the human life of one 
army private or one deckhand on a freight 
boat as he is for his own. 

Further, as a Christian Paul leaves no 
doubt where he stands, and who it is 
stands by him. It is clear that the motive 
of his life is not living up to a social 
tradition, nor to the standards of an hon- 
orable family, aristocrat though he was. 
“The God whose I am and whom I 
serve” was the source of his courage, the 
inspirer of his unselfishness, the director 
of his life. Grateful and devoted obe- 
dience to that God, indeed growing to be 
like him, was the motive and the pattern 
for a life which even to underlings was 
plainly that of a man of God. 
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CHURCH NEWS 


St. Johns Division 
Is Set for January 1 


Florida News Letter 


In view of the authorized division of 
St. Johns Presbytery into three presby- 
teries after Jan. 1, the vote on union has 
been set for Dec. 14 at Sebring. The 
commission, charged by synod with car- 
rying out the formation of three presby- 
teries, has appointed Jan. 1 as the date 
for the division to be made effective, with 
meetings set for Jan. 11 as follows: Gulf 
Stream (the Miami area), Paul Edris, 
convener; north central, Orlando, E. S. 
Campbell, convener; Tampa Bay (west- 
ern area), J. Wayte Fulton, convener. It 
had been planned for presbytery’s special 
committee on union to report Jan. 25, 
but since the schedule for forming the new 
presbyteries has been advanced, the pres- 
bytery vote was requested for Dec. 14. 
A discussion of union was held Dec. 1 
in Sanford, with James A. Jones and 
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Charles G. McCluer, both of Charlotte, 
N. C., as the speakers. 


Chain of Missions 
Schedule Is Listed 


The famous Florida Chain of Mission- 
ary Assemblies marks its 25th anniver- 
sary year with the theme of “A Firm 
Faith for a Trembling World.” From 
Jan. 15 to Feb. 24 “Christian Ambassa- 
dors” will speak in nineteen cities and on 
two university campuses. Noted mis- 
sionary leaders and churchmen from 
many parts of the world will speak dur- 
ing this six-weeks period as follows: 


Jacksonville, Ft. Myers, 
Jan. 15-18 30-Feb. 1 
Jacksonville Lakeland, Feb.2-4 


Beaches, 16-17 
Daytona Beach, 
18-20 
Deland, 19-21 
St. Petersburg, 
22-27 


Winter Haven, 2-4 
Orlando, 5-8 
Sanford, 6-7 

Vero Beach, 8-9 
Ft. Pierce, 8-9 
Palm Beaches, 9-11 


Clearwater, 23-26 Miami, 12-16 

Tampa, 26-28 Ft. Lauderdale, 

Sarasota, 27-30 13-15 

Bradenton, Univ. of Miami, 
29-Feb. 1 15-18. 


Florida State University, 19-24 


Rosa Page Welch, mezzo-soprano con- 
cert artist, will return to the Assemblies 
for the third time. 
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Supreme Court Decision 
Supported, with Prayers 


Both the Florida Council of Churches 
and the state’s United Council of Church 
Women have called upon the churches to 
receive the decision of the Supreme Court 
in regard to segregation and the public 
school with understanding and to pray 
for the Christian solution to the problem. 


Church Council and C of C 
Oppose Jai-Alai Extension 


The Miami Council of Churches and 
the Chamber of Commerce joined hands 
to keep a syndicate, known as Pelota, 
from operating the Miami stadium during 
the summer for jai-alai, a game popular 
throughout Latin America and South 
Florida. Pari-mutual betting accom- 
panies it. Jai-alai operations, supervised 
by the Florida Racing Commission, are 
concentrated in the Miami and Tampa 
areas during the winter season and the 
church group and Chamber of Commerce 
opposed any extension into the summer 
period. The racing commission sustained 
the protest. Last year Tampa ministers 
were also successful in keeping a Sunday 
jai-alai exhibition, which was to be open 
to minors, from being held. They have 
also been instrumental in seeing to it 
that no more miniature car races are held 
on Sunday at MacDill Air Force Base. 


Circuses, Boat Races 
And Sundays 

Although the Gainesville Ministerial 
Association registered a vigorous protest, 
the Ringling Brothers and Barnum and 
Bailey Circus scheduled a Sunday show- 
ing for the first time in that city’s history. 
The country attorney obtained a Talla- 
hassee ruling “that Florida’s blue laws, 
some dating back to 1932, are no longer 
operative.” Before the ruling, the sheriff 
had said he would enforce the law. Com- 
modores of all yacht clubs in the area 
have been requested by the South Sara- 
sota County Ministers’ Association to 
schedule yacht races for Sunday afternoon 
instead of Sunday mornings. 


Many Expansion Programs 
Mark Churches of Synod 


In Clearwater, the Peace Memorial 
church has launched a $250,000 campaign 
to remodel and enlarge the church’s facili- 

(Continued on page 12) 
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FLORIDA NEWS 
(Continued from page 12) 
ties. Its new Trinity church, now two 
years old, will soon be in a new building. 
. . A newly-built student center was re- 


cently dedicated at the University of* 


Miami. Westminster church in Miami, 
with a plan to re-locate 20 blocks north 
of the present site, is engaged in a $150,- 


PEWS, PULPIT s CHANCEL 
ae 


¢ * EARLY DELIVERY - - 
WRITE FOR CATALOGUE 


J.P REDINGTON & CO. 





000 campaign toward the first unit... . 
Gainesville’s First church completed a 
$700,000 building program in the 25th 
anniversary year of the pastorate of U. S. 
Gordon. . . . In Lakeland, the new First 
church sanctuary will cost $150,000. .. . 
The new educational building in Sebring 
has just been opened. . . . The Azalea 
Park church was organized recently in 
Orlando. The First church there expects 
its new $700,000 building to be com- 
pleted by March. . . . The First church, 
Sarasota, is conducting a $50,000 cam- 
paign to care for needed improvement. 
In the same city, the Whitfield Estates 
church, first in the nation to be organ- 
ized and designed as a drive-in church, 
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is supplementing the drive-in facilities 
with a new $180,000 sanctuary and edu- 
cational building. . . . Faith church, 
sponsored by the Tallahassee First 
church, was recently organized, with the 
First church contributing 120 members, 
including eight elders and ten deacons, 
. . . Plans have been approved for the 
new building of Trinity church, near the 
campus of Florida A&M. . . . In addition 
to buying a 46-unit apartment building 
which will be used ultimately in its edu- 
cational program, the First church, St. 
Petersburg is in process of building its 
fourth new church in that city... . New- 
est mission of the Tampa Presbyterian 
Council is the Forest Hills church. On 
a recent Sunday, the new $65,000 educa- 
tional building of the Tim’s Memorial 
church was dedicated. First church, 
Tampa, has installed a $73,000 air-con- 
ditioning system. 


Miscellany 


Florida Baptist leaders are urging local 
groups to “buy good radio time” if neces- 
sary in order to get their programs on the 
air. . . . Several outstanding schools for 
leaders were held across Florida, with 
John Newton Thomas, Union Seminary, 
Va., preaching in Tallahassee; Balmer 
H. Kelly, of the same seminary, spoke 
twice daily for a week in Tampa. Round 
Table training sessions for new officers 
of the Men of the Church are scheduled 
for coming weeks, with Regional Direc- 
tor Wm. M. Belk directing them and 
LeRoy Burney as the speaker. 

Joun B. Dickson. 
Tampa. 


MODERATOR’S ITINERARY 








The January itinerary of the Assem- 
bly’s Moderator, Wade H. Boggs, is as 
follows: 

Jan. 1, Charlotte, N. C., First church 
11 a.m. 

Jan. 2, Charlotte Presbyterian convoca- 
tion, Covenant church. 

Jan. 5, Washington, D. C., U.S.-USA-U.P. 
communion service, National church, 
8 a.m. 

Jan. 10, Richmond, Va., 
convocation. 

Jan. 16, Winchester, Va., First church. 

Jan. 18, Winchester Presbytery, Win- 
chester, Va. 

Jan. 23, Monroe La., First church, 11 
a.m., 7:30 p.m. 

Jan. 25, Red River Presbytery. 

Jan. 26, Shreveport, La., First church, 
Men of the Church. 
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Thinking Realistically About Life 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
Sunday School Lesson for December 26, 1954 
Ecclesiastes 1:2-3,13; 2:1,18; 3:16; 4:1; 5:10-12; 12:1,13-14 


There are three books in the Old Tes- 
tament—Proverbs, Ecclesiastes and Job 
—which deal with the problems of hu- 
man life from the standpoint of ‘‘wis- 
dom.” Proverbs, the earliest of the three, 
exhibits the harmony that exists between 
a man’s duty and his highest welfare. 
The man who lives right is the man who 
gets the most out of life. This is the gen- 
eral rule which is true in ordinary human 
experience. But there are two seeming 
exceptions to this rule: first, the man 
who has piety without prosperity, and 
second, the man who has prosperity with- 
out piety. The Book of Job is con- 
cerned with the first of these seeming 
exceptions. It gives us the case of a man 
of unexampled piety who becomes the vic- 
tim of unparalleled misfortune. It is a 
discussion of that ever-present problem in 
human life, the suffering of the righteous. 
Ecclesiastes presents the other seeming 
exception. It sets before us the experi- 
ence of a man who has abundant re- 
sources at his command who set out de- 
liberately to find satisfaction in purely 
wordly sources. It is a discussion of the 
never-ending problem in human life, the 
problem of the “summer bonum,” or the 
highest good. What are the things in life 
which are most worthwhile? What is 
the supreme goal for which every man 
should strive? 

Ecclesiastes took up this question be- 
cause there was urgent need for it in the 
Jewish life. The Jews had interpreted 
the Old Testament to mean that virtue 
was always rewarded and vice always 
punished. Now they saw that this was 
not always the case. The Chosen Na- 
tion, the only nation that had ever tried 
to live up to God’s law, they saw groan- 
ing under a cruel captivity. The good 
man, who, according to their philosophy, 
should have been the prosperous man, 
they saw driven before the blasts of ad- 
versity like a withered leaf, while the 
evil man, only too often, lived out his 
days in ease and pleasure. So they be- 
came confused in their moral thinking 
and began to ask themselves: Is it after 
all worthwhile to live a righteous life? 

Some of us face the same difficulty. 
We misinterpret the New Testament in 
the same way in which the Jews misin- 
terpreted the Old Testament. We expect 
piety to bring its reward in material goods 
or in escape from misfortune in this pres- 
ent world, and are puzzled when it proves 
otherwise. Indeed we are trained, or 
until recently we were trained in this 
interpretation from earliest childhood. 
Our copybooks of a generation ago were 
framed on the modei of “Johnny was a 
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good boy and he got the cake, while 
Tommy was a bad boy and he got the 
stick.” Our story books used to point 
the same moral. It was always the good 
young man who married the beautiful 
wife and got the large estate, while the 
bad young man always came to an evil 
end. Our proverbs carry the same les- 
son, and maxims, such as “honesty is 
the best policy” are often on our lips. 
But in life the opposite sometimes seems 
to be true. The bad boy gets the cake 
while the good boy gets the rod. The 
evil man marries the beautiful wife and 
builds up the large estate while the good 
man has been known to fail in both. The 
unscrupulous man rises to a place of au- 
thority and power while the man who 
refuses to compromise may find it diffi- 
cult to make both ends meet. 

The question then arises, is it worth- 
while after all to live the righteous life? 
Are we to be honest because honesty is 
the best policy, or when it is the best 
policy, or are we to be honest when it 
means poverty and failure and disgrace? 
Is it better to be a doorkeeper in the house 
of the Lord than to dwell in the tents of 
wickedness? Is it true that the little that 
a righteous man has is better than the 
riches of the worldling? 

The book of Ecclesiastes declares em- 
phatically that it is. It gives us the ex- 
perience of a man (Solomon, many think, 
though it is not likely that he is the au- 
thor) who starts out to find satisfaction 
from purely wordly sources, and who 
after a lifetime of unsatisfying experi- 


‘ences decides that to fear God and keep 


his commandments is the whole duty of 
man and the only source of true and 
abiding happiness. 

First, Ecclesiastes sought wisdom as the 
supreme good in life (1:12-18). There 
came a time when he could say, “I have 
acquired great wisdom, surpassing all 
who were over Jerusalem before me” 
(1:16). But it did not bring him the 
satisfaction which he had anticipated, 
“T have seen everything that is done under 
the sun; and behold all is vanity and a 
striving after wind” (1:14). He then 
gave himself to the pursuit of pleasure 
(2:1-11). “Whatever my eyes desired,” 
he says, “I did not keep from them; I 
kept my heart from no pleasure. . .” But 
this too ended in disillusionment—‘I 
said of laughter, ‘It is mad,’ and of 
pleasure, ‘What use is it?’ ” The third 
quest was that of labor, “‘success,”’ and the 
accumulation of money (2:18-6:12). But 
his toil brought weariness, his success 
disappointment, his money no enduring 
satisfaction. See especially 2:18, 5:10-12. 


His fourth and final quest, the quest 
of fame (7:1—11:18) lead to the same 
disappointing result. 

Ecclesiastes was not helped as he look- 
ed out upon the lives of other men— 
upon society in general: “Moreover I 
saw under the sun that in the place of 
justice, even there was wickedness, and 
in the place of righteousness, even there 
was wickedness. . . . Again I saw all the 
oppressions that are practiced under the 
sun. And behold the tears of the op- 
pressed, and they had no one to comfort 
them. On the side of their oppressors 
there was power, and there was no one to 
comfort them” (3:16; 4:1). No com- 
fort, no satisfaction for either oppressor 
or oppressed. 

“Vanity of vanities, all is vanity... . 
What does a man gain by all the toil at 
which he toils under the sun?”—that is 
the note which the writer sounds at the 
opening of his book (1:2) and which 
he strikes over and over again. Some 
conclude that the book is pessimistic, 
cynical, and has no message for the mod- 
ern day. But this is only the minor theme 
of the book, the attitude of Ecclesiastes 
toward life before he found that his high- 
est good was not in worldly things but in 
God. The major theme of the book is 
found in 12:13. The author’s final con- 
clusion is not that life is vanity but the 
very opposite, that he who cultivates the 
virtues of charity, and diligence and 
cheerfulness and above all fears God 
and keeps his commandments will find 
life well worth living and will discover 
the source of true and abiding happiness. 

As Dr. Cox has written: 

“The preacher does not condemn the 
wisdom or the mirth, the devotion to 
business or the acquisition of wealth, in 
which most men find their chief good and 
the market of their times, as in them- 
selves vanities. He approves of them. 
‘Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do 
it with thy might’ (9:10). 

His constant and recurring moral is 
that we are to enjoy our brief day on 
earth; that God meant for us to enjoy it; 
that we are to be up and doing with a 
heart for any strife or toil or pleasure, 
that we are not to sit still and weep over 
faded delusions and defeated hopes. 

“Rejoice O young man in thy youth, 
and let thy heart cheer thee in the days 
of thy youth, and walk in the ways of 
thy heart, and in the sight of thy eyes, 
but know thou that for all these things 
God will bring thee into judgment (11:9) 
.... Remember also thy Creator in the 
days of thy youth, before the evil days 
come, and the years draw nigh, when 
thou shall say, I have no pleasure in 
them” (12:1). 

There follows one of the most beauti- 
ful passages in all of literature. Verse 
1Z:2 describes, under the picture of a 
storm, the evil days which sooner or 
later come upon every life. As an old 
Eastern proverb has it, “Every man has 
a date with adversity, and it is a date 
which adversity never fails to keep.” 
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Any philosophy of life which does not 
prepare one for the inevitable storms, the 
disappointments, the tragedies of life, 
is a vain philosophy, which ends in disil- 
lusionment, “Vanity of vanity, all is 
vanity.” 

Verses 12:3-7 describe metaphorically 
the advance of old age and the final 
dissolution of the body. Any philosophy 
of life which does not prepare one for 
the coming of old age, for death and the 
life which lies beyond death is a vain 
philosophy, leaving out of account the 
most certain of all realities, a philosophy 
therefore which is also bound to end in 
disillusionment. 

“The house probably refers to the 
physical body, the keepers of the house 
are the hands which often shake and 
tremble in old age; the grinders are the 
teeth which become fewer as the years 
pass; while those that look out of the 
windows are the eyes, which frequently 
grow dim toward the end of life. The 
doors in the street are the ears which 
often lose their keenness in riper years, 
and the daughters of music are the fall- 
ing cords of those who sing. The almond 
tree may hint at the appearance of gray 
hair, and the grasshopper may symbolize 
any trifling weight which to old people 
seem heavy.” (Abingdon Bible Com- 
mentary). 


The various figures in vs. 6 are cer- 
tainly symbols of death itself. 

And so the writer comes to his final 
conclusion: ‘The end of the matter; 
all has been heard. Fear God and keep 
his commandments, for this is the whole 
duty of man. For God will bring every 
deed into judgment, with every secret 
thing, whether good or evil.” 

To sum up: The author does not con- 
demn wisdom or pleasure or business 
success or fame as in themselves vani- 
ties. He shows us on the other hand how 
we may pursue and use them, if we are 
able to obtain them, and find them both 
pleasant and wholesome; how on the 
other hand we may dispense with them, 
if they prove to be beyond our grasp, and 
still know the highest good there is in 
life. If we love and serve God, if we 


gratefully acknowledge him to be the 
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author of every good and perfect gift, 
if we seek first his kingdom and his 
righteousness, is fine, if we are Chris- 
tians in more than name, then, according 
to Ecclesiastes, we have found the great- 
est good in life, a good that can enjoy 
wisdom and pleasure and wealth and 
fame or that can do without them. “But 
if we do not hold our wisdom, our mirth, 
our labor, our wealth, as the gifts and 
ordinance of God for our good, if we 
permit them to usurp his seat and become 
as gods to us,” then we have missed the 
real good of life, and some day, if it has 
not already done so, the sickening con- 
clusion will sweep over our souls, Vanity 
of vanities, all is vanity. 

This is the message of Ecclesiastes. It 
is a message which is true to life. A 
man cannot find the true and lasting and 
deepest satisfaction in the pursuit of 
pleasure or business or wealth or fame. 
A man who has put these idols in the 
place of God has missed the true good of 
life, and the time will come when he will 
echo the words of Ecclesiastes. 

Some years ago Percy R. Johnstone, 
then senior vice-president of the Chem- 
ical National Bank of New York, said 
that a young man 

“must decide early, and very definitely, 
whether his chief goal in life is to be 
the making of money or the attaining of 
success. If he chooses the former, he 
may earn all the money of his wildest 
dreams, but he will have missed the real 
joy and happiness and purpose of life.... 
I know what I am talking about when 
I stress the impotency of money to yield 
satisfaction. This may be an old story, 
but it is eternally true, and it needs to 
be as much emphasized today as ever 
before.” 

These words need no proof. Money, it 
seems at times, is the American god. 
Accumulation of money is the goal toward 
which most men are striving with more 
or less energy and success. It is a good 
of life. No one will deny that. But, 
after all, one is just as likely to find peace 
and satisfaction and the real joy of life 
in a home of moderate circumstances as 
in the wealthiest mansion. 

An illustration of Ecclesiastes’ thesis is 
found in the life of Mark Twain. He 
stands out as the embodiment of Amer- 
ican humor, surely a man who found the 
happiness in life which all men seek. In 
addition he earned a success that falls to 
the lot of but few men. Such wealth of 
praise and admiration is scarcely known. 
He walked everywhere through crowds 
who applauded him and looked up to him 
and loved him. He enjoyed a vast success 
on the public platform; he enjoyed the 
thronging tributes of many admirers in 
many lands, the innumerable hands that 
reached up and touched his in loving and 
grateful tenderness. 

But, in spite of all his glory, and the 
pleasure which it brought him, there was 
in the heart of Mark Twain a pessimism 
that was as black and fierce as a storm 
at midnight. When we think of Mark 


Twain we think of the laughter of the 
man, but beneath the laughter there was, 
as Gamaliel Bradford pointed out, a 
haunting basis of wrath, bitterness and 
despair. And the reason for this black 
despair which gnawed at his heart and 
finally poisoned his soul was that he had 
no faith in God. Life for him had no 
meaning and no purpose. And when 
trouble came at last, as it comes at some 
time to almost every life, he had no 
refuge in God, no refuge in life; he knew 
nothing of those great and sure spiritual 
resources which are an unfailing refuge 
to so many of us. 

What then was left? 
says: 

“Nothing. Toys, trifles, snatched 
moments of oblivion, billiards, billiards 
till midnight, then a little troubled sleep, 
and more billiards till the end. In per- 
haps the most beautiful words he. ever 
wrote, he summed up the end of it all: 
‘Old age, white headed, the temple empty, 
the idols broken, the worshippers in 
their grave, nothing left but you, a rem- 
nant, a tradition, belated fag end of a 
foolish dream, a dream that was so in- 
geniously dreamed, that it seemed real 
all the time; nothing left but you, center 
of a snowy desolation, perched on the 
icy summit, gazing out over the stages 
of that long trek, and asking yourself, 
‘Would you do it again if you had the 
chance?’ ”’ 


As Bradford 


The deepest cravings of the soul can- 
not be permanently satisfied with the 
honor, the riches, and the effervescent 
pleasures of the age in which we live, 
because God “has put eternity into man’s 
mind” (3:10). As someone has said, 
“We turn to God as the flowers in the 
spring turn their faces toward the sun, as 
the rivers carve their course through the 
hills to find their home in the sea. “Thou 
hast made us for thyself, O God; and 
our souls cannot rest until they find 
their rest in Thee.” 

If we have found God then we have 
found the greatest good in life. If we 
gain wealth and fame and success in ad- 
dition, then we can enjoy them all the 
same. We can enjoy them more because 
we do not feel a sense of incompleteness, 
or any lurking doubt that after all we 
we may be making a bad bargain, that 
perhaps after all it is not worthwhile to 
gain even the whole world and lose our 
own souls. 

On the other hand, if wealth and pleas- 
ure and fame do not come, or if tragedy 
stalks in the midst of pleasure and sud- 
denly turns the brightness of the day into 
the darkness of the night, our peace does 
not lie at the mercy of these things. In 
our consciousness that God is with us and 
that God is for us we have an inward 
joy that does not lie at the mercy of 
outward circumstances; we still have a 
faith that gives meaning to life, that 
brings peace even in suffering and joy 
even in despair. That is the final message 
of Ecclesiastes. 

id Scripture selections copyrighted by 
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BOOK NOTES 


THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH UNIVER- 
SAL. By Marc Boegner. Abingdon Cokesbury, 
Nashville and New York. 128 pp., $1.75. 

In this little book a president of the 
French Protestant Federation and co- 
president of the World Council of 
Churches, presents six meditations on the 
Lord’s Prayer. Originally they were pre- 
pared for Lenten broadcast which Dr. 
Boegner has been presenting for the past 
21 years over the government radio net- 
work. The translation from the French 
is by Howard Schomer. 

The book is an effort to make the 
Lord’s Prayer more of a reality and less 
of a ritual in the lives of Christian people. 
Often times the prayer is repeated without 
any understanding of the significance and 
deeper meaning of its familiar phrases. 
The prayer could achieve much more in 
the lives of Christian folk if they at- 
tempted to use it more intelligently. 

The material is concise and well pre- 
sented. It appears to be much more theo- 
logical than popular in its treatment, but 
such may be the type of religious broad- 
casting the French prefer. It is doubtful 
if American radio audiences would listen 
to these lectures, but the reading of them 
is rewarding. Few illustrations are used 
although there are multiple quotations 

from Karl Barth, whom Boegner evident- 
ly admires extravagantly. All in all, here 
is a good book but hardly outstanding. 
W. E. Puirer, Jr. 





Kansas City, Mo. 


CHRISTIAN REALISM AND POLITICAL 
PROBLEMS. By Reinhold Niebuhr. Chas. 
Scribner’s Sons, New York. 203 pp., $3.00. 

This book is composed of essays on 
political, social, ethical and theological 
themes by an eminent theologian and 
philosopher. Most of them have appear- 
ed previously. To criticize such an au- 
thority as this is more difficult than try- 
ing to fit the proverbial square peg in a 
round hole. One must surely be conver- 
sant with methods and _ interpretations 
and philosophers of history as well as 
modern problems to appreciate fully the 
diet of strong meat, for there is no milk 
here. 

Though with various titles, these themes 
have a basic unity in seeking to make 
the Christian faith relevant to contem- 
porary problems. Christian theories in 
their analyses of the human situation and 
in the resulting political calculations, 
have committed grievous errors, says the 
author. Our problem, he points out, is 
that technics have established a rudi- 
mentary world community but have not 
integrated it organically, morally or po- 
litically. They have created a community 
of mutual independence but not one of 
mutual trust and respect. The author 
praises men of good will who seek to 
strengthen every moral and political force 
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which results in a higher degree of in- 
tegration. 

Up-to-date subjects discussed inclcde 
Russian relations, evils of communism, 
the foreign policy of the USA, barring no 
holds in calling the American counter- 
part of Chamberlain, adherents of the 
Republican party and predicting that the 
passion of this party for tax reduction and 
the indecision in regard to commitments 
in Asia may reveal the same character- 
istics that led it to failure in previous 
decades. 

The note of humility occurs again and 
again in regard to our foreign policy. 
Niebuhr engages in an interesting debate 
as to whether democracy is the product 
of Christian faith or secular culture, 
which debate is inconclusive because ac- 
cording to history “both Christian and 
secular forces were involved in establish- 
ing the political institutions of democracy 
and cultural resources of modern free 
society are jointly furnished by both 
Christianity and modern secularism.” 

His essay on Augustine in extremely 
thought-provoking, for after mercilessly 
examining his philosophy, he commends 
him for being “a more reliable guide 
than any known thinker,” and urges a 
generation which finds its communities 
imperiled and in decay to “take counsel 
of Augustine in solving its perplexities.” 

J. C. McQuEEN, Jr. 
Owensboro, Ky. 


GOD SPEAKS. By Frederick W. Brink. 
The Westminster Press, Philadelphia. 96 pp., 
$1.00. 

A series of meditations arranged as 
daily readings for a period of twelve 
weeks. These are divided into three 
groups: for the first four weeks the gen- 
eral theme is, “God Speaks”; for the 
next four it is, “Christ Speaks,” and for 
the last four, “Life Speaks.” 

Based upon the fact that the strongest 
messages of the Old Testament begin 
with the words, “Thus said the Lord,” 
the author casts his messages in the first 
person, as if God and Christ are speak- 
ing directly to the reader. This approach 
is very effective, for as one person has 
said, “When we hear God speaking to us 
directly, we are assured that we matter 
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to him as individuals. When we can 
hear Christ’s voice we can sense the ur- 
gency of his program for today.” The 
author is a chaplain in the United States 
Navy. 

DoucLas SUMMERS BROWN 

(Mrs. Henry Dockery Brown) 
Rock Hill, S. C. 





BOOKS RECEIVED 


Peloubet’s Select Notes—1955. Wilbur 
M. Smith. W. A. Wilde Co., Boston. $2.75. 

Like a Watered Garden. Jessie M. Trout. 
Bethany Press, St. Louis. $1.95. 

Christianity and Anti-Semitism. Nicolas 
Berdyaev. Philosophical Library, N. Y. 
$2.75. 

How to Help Folks Have Fun. Helen 
and Larry Eisenberg. Association Press, 
N. Y. $1.00. 

McCarthy and the Communists. James 
Rorty and Moshe Decter. Beacon Press, 
Boston. $1.00, paper. 
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will be ready for pre-Christmas 
distribution. (From Dr. Foreman’‘s 
last Christmas OUTLOOK fea- 
ture.) 

Delivery of this attractive 8-page 
booklet is expected by Dec. 15, with 
shipment to you possible as of that 
date for Christmas mailing. 

This is a perfect presentation item 
and may be given, regardless of 
other gifts, to: 

—Homemakers 
—AIl mothers 

—either by members of the fam- 
ily or other friends who admire work- 
aday Christian patience and forti- 
tude. 


You will want several of these to 
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CHANGES 

George A. Chauncey from Brownsville, 
Tenn., to First church, Monticello, Ark. 

Wilkes D. Macauley from Dekalb, Miss., 
to Kenly, N. C. 

Robert F. Clayman from St. 
Mo., to Houston, Miss. 

J. Gordon Riggan from the Enslow 
Park church, Huntington, W. Va., to the 
Macon Road church, Memphis, Tenn., 
3727 Wayne Ave. 

Robert G. Hall from Edinburgh, Scot- 
land, to Westminster, S. C. 

Richard P. Hayes from Glen Alpine, 
N. C., to Kayser Memorial church, Iron 
Gate, Va. 

Robert L. Thaden from 
Wis., to Platte, S. C. 

Ben L. Collins from Ferriday, La., to 
319 Grammont St., Monroe, La. 

John Fremont Merrill from San Fran- 
cisco, Calif., to Collinwood church, 
Toledo 2, Ohio. 

R. H. Showalter from Arlington, 
to 5626 Windemere Dr., 
Fla. 

W. D. Ratchford from North Belmont, 
N. C., to the West View church, Rt. 1, 
Mount Holly, N. C. 

Ben Evan Gillespie, Brownwood, Texas, 
has been called to the First church, 
Pecos, Texas. 

Olin M. Whitener, pastor of the Camp 
Greene church, Charlotte, N. C., will be- 
come pastor of the White Hill, Pocket 
and Euphronia churches near Sanford, 
N. C., January 1. 


CALLS 

J. V. C. Summerell, Blackstone, Va., 
has been called to be associate pastor at 
St. Giles church, Richmond, Va. 

C. Newman Faulconer, Waynesboro, 
Va., has been called to the First church, 
Greenville, S. C. 


MISSIONARIES 

On Furlough: From the Belgian Congo: 
the George R. Cousars, Mission Court, 
Richmond, Va.; the Earl S. Kings, Sr., 
Mission Haven, Decatur, Ga.; Alice 
Longenecker, Roebuck, S. C.; the John 
Knox Millers, Mission Haven, Decatur, 
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North Bend, 
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Jacksonville 11, 
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A four-year college for men and 
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Emphasizes Christian Character and 
thorough scholarship. 


Personal interest in the individual 
student. 


Beautiful campus; bracing climate; 
modern buildings; excellent equipment. 


A spendidly trained faculty of Chris- 
tian men and women. 


A good place for an investment. 
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Ga.; the Robert R. Kings, Boone, N. C. 
From Brazil: the David Hopkins, St. 
Joseph, Mo. 


DEATHS 


George Marshall Wilcox, 71, Concord, 
N. C., died in a Charlotte hospital 
November 29. He has been pastor of the 
Rocky River church since 1941. Earlier 
pastorates were in Walhalla and Ben- 
nettsville, S. C., and Macon, Ga. 

P. Warwick Brandon, 53, Presbyterian 
USA pastor in Henderson, Texas, died 
Nov. 25 as a result of an accident in Dal- 
las earlier that morning when his car 
was involved in a collision with a fire 
truck. The condition of Mrs. Brandon, 

who was also in the car, was listed as 

“very serious _but not critical.” 


Harold George Quartly, 68, retired P 
byterian USA minister, died in Da 
Texas, Nov. 19. At the time of his deg 
he directed the men’s chorus of the 4 
dersgate Methodist Church in Dallas, 
ing there within the past year from 
Worth to work with the Salvation Arm 

Chalmers Kilbourn, retired Presby 
rian USA minister, died in Waxahach 
Texas, Nov. 25 of a heart attack. 

W. W. Sprouse, 65, died in Staunte 
Va., December 2. Dr. Sprouse had bee 
pastor of Staunton’s Third church fe 
nearly 31 years until his retirement 
1947. He was well known for his exten 
sive gardens, conducting a Saturday) 
night radio program on flowers. Except 
for 10 months, his entire ministry ve 
spent f in Staunton. 


LEADING NORTH CAROLINALAYMEN FOR UNION 


Nine Reasons 
By ARCH B. TAYLOR 


I believe in union: 
Because, to me it is the Christian way. 
Because, as a deacon and now as an elder 
I promised to study the peace, 
unity, edification, and purity 
of the church. 
as a member of the Assembly 
Committee on Negro Work and 
now as a member of the Negro 
Work Division of the Board of 
Church Extension I have seen 
the spirit of God working in the 
hearts of our Presbyterian peo- 
ple calling for unity. 
if I lived outside our Assem- 
bly I would be either a USA or 
U.P. Christian Presbyterian. 
Because, though I am by birth and loca- 
tion a Southerner, I am also a 
loyal American. 


Because, 


Because, 


I believe if 48 states can exis 
as a republic and live under a 
common constitution, at least 
three Presbyterian bodies ought 
to be able to do the same. 

I believe in the union of all 
Evangelical Protestants. 
I cannot approve the methods 
and means used nor the threats 
made by those who oppose 
union and I am unwilling to be 
counted with them; and finally 
I am unwilling that the com- 
mandment of God be made of 
none effect by our tradition. 
(Matt 15 6) 


Because, 


Because, 


Because, 


Because, 


MR. TAYLOR is an industrialist ani esha 
man of Winston-Salem, N. C. He is a mem- 
ber of the Assembly’s Beard of Church Ex- 
tension. 
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“Excellent academic program, healthy Christian emphasis, 
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ship” (Quoted from Winter’s Survey, 1952) 
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